Sensitivity Statement

Given the nature of the topics discussed in this committee, delegates will
be faced with contents that can be triggering and disturbing, including but
not limited to racism, violent events, drug trade, and terrorism.

We understand that there will be some actions taken in committee that
may be sensitive to some marginalized groups of people. In light of this,
we ask that you stay considerate and aware of any possible insensitive
behaviours or speech.

GCMUN and INTERPOL does not and will not tolerate any form of hate
speech in the vein of racism, sexism, homophobia, or any other type of
speech rooted in malicious intent. If delegates are found guilty of any of

the aforementioned, they may face disciplinary action up to and including
expulsion from the conference. If delegates should have any issues with

the topics being discussed within this committee please contact the
executive board as soon as possible so that we may address any questions
or concerns delegates may have and/or take action for the same.
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From the Chairperson, Rushabh
Dear Delegates,

It is my honour and privilege to welcome you to the INTERPOL committee at this Model
United Nations conference. My name is Rushabh Mujumdar, and I will be serving as your
Chair. This year's agenda, "Cross-Border Terrorism," addresses a critical issue that has
profound implications for global security and international cooperation.

In our committee sessions, we will delve into the complexities of combating terrorism that
transcends national boundaries. Our discussions will necessitate a comprehensive
understanding of the political, social, and economic factors that contribute to this global
threat. | encourage you to approach this topic with diligence, critical thinking, and an
unwavering commitment to finding viable solutions.

As delegates, you represent the future leaders and diplomats of our world. The skills and
knowledge you acquire here will undoubtedly shape your perspectives and capabilities. Let
us strive for a fruitful and engaging debate, fostering collaboration and mutual respect.

| look forward to witnessing your insightful contributions and innovative ideas. Together, we
can work towards a safer and more secure world.

Best regards,

Rushabh Mujumdar
Chair, INTERPOL Committee



From the Vice Chairperson, Vidit
From the Executive Board
Hey there, Delegates!

Welcome to INTERPOL, I'm Vidit Arun, your Vice Chair, and I'm excited to be part of this
amazing journey with you. Our agenda, "Cross-Border Terrorism," is a tough nut to crack,
but | know you all are ready to take on the challenge and show off your diplomatic prowess.

| remember my first MUN conference—feeling like a deer in the headlights, trying to figure
out what an 'unmoderated caucus' was. So, trust me when | say, | get it. If this is your first
time, don't worry; we've all been there. Embrace the chaos, learn from it, and most
importantly, have fun with it!

As we dive into the intricacies of combating terrorism across borders, keep in mind that your
creativity and unique perspectives are your greatest assets. Don't be afraid to think outside the
box and propose bold solutions. The world needs innovative thinkers like you to tackle these
real-world issues, most importantly learn from your faults and don’t hesitate to speak or
answer, | am always there if you need any help

Let's make this conference memorable, not just for the debates and resolutions, but for the
friendships and experiences we create along the way. I'm here to support you, so feel free to
reach out if you need any guidance or help.

Here's to a fantastic conference!

Warm Regards,

Vidit Arun
Vice Chair, INTERPOL Committee



INTERPOL - INTRODUCTION

This International Criminal Police Organization, founded in 1923, is an intergovernmental
organization that enables communications, provides access and data on crimes and criminals on an
international level. Boasting 195 member countries,

INTERPOL connects police networks all across the globe to collaborate and enhance the procedure
and prosecution of criminal cases. It is made up of a General Assembly, which meets once every year.
Because of the range of crime INTERPOL can cover, it divides into three programmes that address
pressing matters: Counter-Terrorism, Emerging and Organized Crime, and Cybercrime,

The International Criminal Police Organization 1 (ICPO; French: Organisation internationale
de police criminelle), is an international organization that facilitates worldwide police
cooperation and crime control. It is located in Lyon, France, and has established offices —
the so-called “regional bureaus” in 195 countries that have been signed as its Member
States (MS). I addition, every MS also has its National Central Bureau, usually in its capital.
The work of INTERPOL is varied from providing investigative support, expertise, and
training to law enforcement, fighting terrorism, cybercrime, and organized crime. It covers
most types of crime with some exceptions (for example child trafficking, drug and human
trafficking, white-collar crimes etc.). The Agency also facilitates cooperation among
national law enforcement institutions through criminal databases and communications
networks. Contrary to popular belief, INTERPOL is itself not a law enforcement agency.

INTERPOL’s supreme governing body is the General Assembly, which convenes with
representatives from each of its Member States. Their representatives are comprised with
chiefs of police and senior ministry officials. It meets once a year, and each session lasts
around four days. The Assembly’s aim is to ensure that INTERPOL’s activities agree to the
needs of each country. It also reviews and approves the principles and measures for the
Organization, as well as the financial policy for each coming year. In addition, the General
Assembly elects the members of the Executive Committee, the governing body which
provides guidance and direction in between sessions of the Assembly.

In short, It is the only organization with the mandate and technical infrastructure to share sensitive
information globally and securely, amongst all intergovernmental police forces, this not only includes
tips, tactical information etc. but also information against specific criminal/s and groups as well as
coordinating operations, and providing support such as training and technology

The purpose of this is simple, to create a common platform for global security and data sharing.



MANDATE FOR INTERPOL

A mandate is essentially the authority and responsibilities assigned to a committee by its member
countries. This includes its core functions, objectives, and areas of operation.
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Facilitating International Cooperation:

Operate the secure global police communications network (1-24/7).
Issue various types of notices (e.g., Red Notices for wanted persons).

Supportlng Investigations:

Maintain extensive databases on stolen property, missing persons, and known
criminals.

Provide forensic and technical assistance (DNA analysis, fingerprint
comparison, digital forensics).

Capacity Building and Training:

Organize training programs, workshops, and conferences for law enforcement
personnel.

Focus on diverse areas such as cybercrime, human trafficking, and counter-
terrorism.

Crisis Response and Operations:

Coordinate international responses to major criminal incidents and natural
disasters.

Deploy Incident Response Teams (IRTS) to assist in crisis management and
investigations.

Countering Cross-Border Terrorism:

Facilitate the exchange of information and intelligence among member
countries.

Assist in coordinating international operations targeting terrorist activities and
financing.

Provide training and resources to enhance member countries' counter-
terrorism capabilities.

Maintain databases on known terrorists and their activities.



Key Terms and Definitions

Gaza Strip: A coastal region bordered by Egypt and Israel, governed by Hamas since 2007.
Rafah: A city in southern Gaza known for its border crossing and smuggling tunnels.

Operation Protective Edge: Israeli military operation in Gaza in 2014 to stop rocket attacks and
destroy tunnels.

Operation Cast Lead: Israeli military operation in Gaza in 2008-2009 to halt rocket fire.
Hamas: Palestinian Sunni-Islamic militant organization and political entity in Gaza.

The Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy ; a five-year (2016- 2020) flexible strategic framework that
shapes INTERPOL’s ongoing counter-terrorism efforts and global actions

Fatah: Major Palestinian political party, leading faction within the PLO, based in the West Bank.
Israel Defence Forces (IDF): Military forces of Israel responsible for defense and operations.
Blockade: Israeli restrictions on goods and people entering/exiting Gaza, citing security reasons.
Humanitarian Corridor: Safe routes for aid and civilians during conflicts.

Ceasefire: Temporary suspension of hostilities agreed upon by conflicting parties.

Settlement Expansion: Israeli communities built in occupied territories since the Six-Day War,
considered illegal under international law.

Rocket Fire: Launching of rockets from Gaza into Israeli territory, causing civilian casualties.
Iron Dome: Israeli air defense system to intercept short-range rockets and artillery shells.
Tunnel Warfare: Use of tunnels in Gaza for smuggling and attacks by militant groups.
Civilian Casualties: Non-combatant injuries or deaths during military operations.

War Crimes: Serious violations of laws of war, including targeting civilians and disproportionate
force.

Displacement: Forced movement of people due to conflict or violence.
Refugee Camps: Temporary settlements for displaced persons, managed by UNRWA.
United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA): UN agency aiding Palestinian refugees.

Two-State Solution: Proposed resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict for coexistence of Israel
and Palestine.

Occupation: Control and governance of a territory by a foreign military power.
Intifada: Palestinian uprisings against Israeli occupation.

Peace Process: Diplomatic efforts to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.



West Bank: Territory between Israel and Jordan, partially governed by the Palestinian Authority.

East Jerusalem: Part of Jerusalem captured by Israel in 1967, claimed as Israel's capital but considered
occupied territory.

Palestinian Authority: Interim self-government in parts of the West Bank and Gaza.

Security Council Resolutions: UN decisions on international peace and security, including the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Border Crossings: Entry/exit points along Gaza borders controlled by Israel and Egypt.
Human Shields: Use of civilians to protect military targets, violating international law.

Truce Negotiations: Talks for temporary cessation of hostilities



IV. Introduction to the Agenda ("' Countering Cross-Border Terrorism'")

According to the Global Terrorism Index 2021, the number of deaths from terrorism fell to
8,311, marking a 13% decrease from the previous year. However, the threat of cross-border
terrorism remains significant, with various regions experiencing continued violence and
instability. The Index highlights that cross-border terrorism often involves complex networks
that exploit weak borders, ineffective governance, and socio-economic vulnerabilities to carry
out attacks and spread their ideology across nations.

Cross-border terrorism is defined by the United Nations as terrorist activities that transcend
national borders, involving perpetrators, logistics, targets, or effects that span more than one
country. This phenomenon poses a severe threat to global security and stability, impacting
not only the immediate victims but also international relations, economies, and political
systems.

The importance of addressing cross-border terrorism cannot be overstated. It is a multifaceted
threat that requires comprehensive and coordinated international responses. Key reasons for
its significance include:

1. Global Security: Cross-border terrorism destabilizes regions, leading to widespread
violence and insecurity. The 2015 Paris attacks, orchestrated by ISIS operatives
across several countries, underscore the global reach and devastating impact of such
terrorism.

2. Economic Impact: Terrorist activities can severely disrupt economic activities,
resulting in substantial financial losses, damage to infrastructure, and long-term
economic instability. For instance, the 2008 Mumbai attacks had significant economic
repercussions for India.

3. Human Rights: Terrorism often results in severe human rights violations, including
loss of life, displacement of populations, and psychological trauma. The ongoing
insurgency by Boko Haram in the Lake Chad Basin has led to a humanitarian crisis
affecting millions.

4. Political Stability: Persistent terrorist activities can undermine governance, erode
state authority, and fuel political unrest. The situation in Afghanistan, with the
Taliban’s resurgence and cross-border activities, illustrates this challenge.

5. International Relations: Terrorist activities can strain diplomatic relations between
countries, especially when cross-border terrorism is perceived as being state-
sponsored. The long-standing tensions between India and Pakistan over cross-border
terrorism in Kashmir exemplify this issue.Historical Context

Origins and Evolution of Terrorism
1700s-1800s

1. Early Terrorism (1700s): The term “terrorism” originated during the French
Revolution (1789-1799) with the Reign of Terror, where the revolutionary
government used systematic state terror to consolidate power.

2. Nationalist and Anarchist Movements (1800s): This century saw the rise of
nationalist and anarchist movements. The Narodnaya Volya in Russia, which
assassinated Tsar Alexander Il in 1881, and various anarchist groups that carried out
high-profile assassinations and bombings are notable examples.



Early 20th Century

1. Irish Republican Army (IRA): Established in 1919, the IRA aimed to end British
rule in Ireland and conducted numerous attacks against British forces and
infrastructure.

2. Jewish Paramilitary Groups: Groups like Irgun and Lehi in the 1940s targeted
British authorities in Palestine to establish an independent Jewish state.

3. Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN): The FLN used guerrilla warfare and
terrorism in the 1950s to fight French colonial rule in Algeria.

Late 20th Century

1. Cold War Era (1947-1991): During this period, state-sponsored terrorism was
common, with superpowers like the USA and USSR backing insurgent groups to
advance their geopolitical interests.

o Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO): Supported by several Arab
states, the PLO conducted operations against Israel.

o Mujahideen in Afghanistan: Backed by the USA and other countries, the
Mujahideen fought Soviet forces, setting the stage for future terrorist
networks, including Al-Qaeda.

2. Rise of Radical Islamist Groups (1980s): Groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon and Al-
Qaeda in Afghanistan emerged, focusing on global jihadist operations.

Modern Era (1990s-Present)

1. Al-Qaeda: Founded by Osama bin Laden, Al-Qaeda was behind several major
attacks, including the 1998 US embassy bombings and the 2001 September 11
attacks.

2. 1ISIS: In the 2010s, ISIS took advantage of weakened state structures in Irag and Syria
to establish a caliphate, drawing foreign fighters and extending its influence
worldwide.

3. Boko Haram: Active in Nigeria and surrounding countries, Boko Haram has caused
significant regional instability through kidnappings, bombings, and assaults.

4. Taliban: Resurgent in Afghanistan, the Taliban's activities affect neighboring
countries and global security.

List of Notable Terrorist Organizations Monitored by INTERPOL

Al-Qaeda

ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria)
Hezbollah

Boko Haram

Taliban

Al-Shabaab

Lashkar-e-Taiba
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
. Haggani Network

10. Jaish-e-Mohammed

11. Irish Republican Army (IRA)
12. National Liberation Army (ELN)
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13. FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia)
14. PKK (Kurdistan Workers' Party)
15. Abu Sayyaf Group

Major and Minor Terrorism Events

1789-1799: French Revolution - Reign of Terror.

1881: Assassination of Tsar Alexander Il by Narodnaya Volya.
1919-1921: IRA campaigns in Ireland.

1946: King David Hotel bombing by Irgun.

1954-1962: FLN's Algerian War of Independence.
1960s-1970s: PLO operations against Israel.

1983: Bombing of the US Embassy in Beirut by Hezbollah.
1993: World Trade Center bombing in New York City.

1995: Oklahoma City bombing by Timothy McVeigh.

10. 1998: US embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania by Al-Qaeda.
11. 2000: Bombing of the USS Cole in Yemen.

12. 2001: September 11 attacks in the United States.

13. 2004: Madrid train bombings.

14. 2005: London bombings.

15. 2008: Mumbai attacks by Lashkar-e-Taiba.

16. 2011: Anders Behring Breivik's attacks in Norway.

17. 2014: Declaration of the ISIS caliphate.

18. 2015: Paris attacks by ISIS operatives.

19. 2016: Brussels bombings.

20. 2019: Easter bombings in Sri Lanka.

COoNoR~LNE

Terrorist Organizations' Origins, Funding, and Operations

Origins: Terrorist groups often emerge from ideological, religious, or nationalist movements,
influenced by political oppression, economic disparity, and social injustice.

Funding: These groups finance their activities through various means, including:

1. State Sponsorship: Financial and logistical support from sympathetic states.

2. Criminal Activities: Engaging in drug trafficking, arms smuggling, kidnapping for
ransom, and extortion.

3. Donations: Receiving contributions from sympathizers and through fundraising
campaigns.

4. Exploitation of Resources: Controlling natural resources like oil, minerals, and
agricultural products.

Operations: Terrorist organizations engage in a range of activities to further their goals:

1. Terrorist Attacks: Carrying out bombings, shootings, kidnappings, and
assassinations.

2. Propaganda: Spreading ideological messages via social media, publications, and

videos.

Recruitment: Enlisting new members through radicalization and indoctrination.

4. Training Camps: Providing military training to recruits in preparation for attacks.

w



VI. Cross-Border Terrorism and Areas of Concern

Cross-border terrorism is a significant global issue, impacting multiple regions through its
transnational operations and complex networks. Here’s an in-depth look at the geographical
hotspots, methods of operation, and impacts on neighboring countries.

1. Geographical Hotspots

Middle East

e Syria and Iraq: These countries have been central to the operations of ISIS. The group
declared its caliphate in 2014, controlling large swathes of territory. Despite losing territorial
control, ISIS cells continue to operate in these regions.

e Yemen: The ongoing civil war has created a vacuum for terrorist groups like Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and ISIS to flourish.

South Asia

e Afghanistan and Pakistan: The Taliban, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), and the Haqqani
Network operate across the porous Afghanistan-Pakistan border, engaging in insurgency and
terrorism.

e India: Groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) have conducted
attacks, with notable incidents like the 2008 Mumbai attacks.

Africa

e Nigeria: Boko Haram operates primarily in northeastern Nigeria, extending its attacks to
neighboring countries like Niger, Chad, and Cameroon.

e Somalia: Al-Shabaab controls parts of Somalia and conducts cross-border attacks in Kenya
and Uganda.

e Sahel Region: Groups like Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and Islamic State in the
Greater Sahara (ISGS) exploit weak governance in Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso.

Europe

e  Western Europe: Countries like France, Germany, and the United Kingdom face threats from
returning foreign fighters and radicalized individuals inspired by ISIS and Al-Qaeda.

Southeast Asia

o Philippines: Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) and other Islamist militants operate mainly in the
southern islands, including Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago.

e Indonesia: Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) is known for the 2002 Bali bombings and continues to pose
a threat.



### Case Study 1: The Rise and Fall of ISIS

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), also known as ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant)
or Daesh, emerged as one of the most formidable terrorist organizations of the 21st century. Its rise
and subsequent fall represent a critical chapter in the history of global terrorism, marked by
unprecedented brutality, sophisticated propaganda, and a significant impact on international security

The roots of ISIS trace back to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the founder of Al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI).
Zarqawi established AQI in 2004, capitalizing on the instability following the U.S. invasion of Iraq.
AQI engaged in a brutal campaign of violence, targeting Shia Muslims and coalition forces, with the
goal of igniting sectarian conflict. Zarqawi's death in a U.S. airstrike in 2006 marked a turning point,
leading to a rebranding of the group as the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI). ISI struggled in the following
years, facing setbacks due to increased U.S. military pressure and the formation of Sunni tribal
militias opposing its extremism. However, the outbreak of the Syrian civil war in 2011 provided a new
opportunity. Under the leadership of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, ISI expanded into Syria, rebranding itself
as the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in 2013.ISIS's rise to power was rapid and dramatic. In
June 2014, the group captured Mosul, Iraq's second-largest city, shocking the world with its swift and
brutal campaign. Baghdadi declared a caliphate, proclaiming himself Caliph Ibrahim. At its height,
ISIS controlled vast territories across Iraq and Syria, including major cities like Raqqa (its de facto
capital) and Fallujah. The group implemented strict Sharia law, established administrative structures,
and provided public services, creating a semblance of statehood. ISIS used sophisticated online
propaganda to recruit fighters globally, depicting a utopian vision of an Islamic state and showcasing
its brutal executions and military victories. [SIS's financial prowess was a significant factor in its rise.
The group generated substantial revenue through oil smuggling, taxation, extortion, kidnapping for
ransom, and looting. At its peak, ISIS was estimated to have amassed $1-2 billion, making it one of
the wealthiest terrorist organizations in history. ISIS's operational strategy was marked by extreme
brutality, designed to instill fear and obedience. The group conducted mass executions, enslaved
women and children, and destroyed cultural heritage sites. Its military tactics included the use of
suicide bombings, improvised explosive devices (IEDs), and conventional warfare.

The international community responded with a coordinated military campaign to defeat ISIS. A
coalition of forces, including the U.S., Russia, Iran, Kurdish Peshmerga, and the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF), launched extensive operations. Key battles included the liberation of Mosul in July
2017 and Raqqa in October 2017.By 2019, ISIS had lost almost all of its territorial holdings. Its last
stronghold, Baghouz in Syria, fell in March 2019. Despite the loss of territory, ISIS transitioned to an
insurgency model, conducting guerrilla warfare, terror attacks, and maintaining sleeper cells across
Iraq and Syria. The group also expanded its influence through affiliates in regions like West Africa,
Afghanistan, and Southeast Asia.

ISIS's reign of terror resulted in massive human rights violations, including genocide against the
Yazidi community in Sinjar. The group's brutal tactics and global reach inspired lone-wolf attacks and
coordinated assaults worldwide, including the 2015 Paris attacks, the 2016 Brussels bombings, and
the 2016 Orlando nightclub shooting.

The post-ISIS era poses significant challenges for Iraq and Syria, including rebuilding infrastructure,
resettling displaced populations, and addressing sectarian divides exacerbated by the conflict. The
group's ability to inspire and coordinate attacks globally underscores the persistent threat of jihadist
terrorism.



### Case Study 2: The 2008 Mumbai Attacks

The 2008 Mumbai attacks, also known as 26/11, were a series of coordinated terrorist attacks that
targeted multiple locations in Mumbai, India, over four days from November 26 to November 29,
2008. Conducted by ten members of the Pakistan-based militant organization Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT),
these attacks represent a significant event in the history of terrorism due to their scale, execution, and
impact on international relations. Lashkar-e-Taiba, founded in the late 1980s with the support of
Pakistan's intelligence services, aimed to liberate Kashmir from Indian control and establish an
Islamic state. The group had a history of conducting cross-border attacks in India, but the Mumbai
attacks marked a new level of sophistication and brutality. The motivation behind the attacks was
multifaceted. LeT sought to undermine India’s economic growth by targeting its financial capital, stir
communal tensions between Hindus and Muslims, and provoke a military confrontation between India
and Pakistan. The group also aimed to gain global recognition and inspire jihadist sympathizers.

The attackers arrived in Mumbai by sea, hijacking an Indian fishing trawler to reach the city’s shores.
They split into groups, launching simultaneous attacks on high-profile locations, including:

Notable locations massacred include Taj Mahal Palace Hotel, Oberoi Trident Hotel, Nariman House,
Leopold Cafe and Cama Hospital

The attacks resulted in 166 deaths, including civilians, police officers, and security personnel, and
over 300 injuries. The chief of the Mumbai Anti-Terrorism Squad, Hemant Karkare, was among the
notable victims. The Indian security forces, including the National Security Guard (NSG), conducted
extensive operations to neutralize the attackers. The last of the terrorists was killed on November 29,
ending the siege. Indian authorities identified the attackers as Pakistani nationals and traced the
planning and execution to Lashkar-e-Taiba. Ajmal Kasab, the lone surviving attacker, was captured
and provided crucial intelligence about the plot.

The attacks drew widespread condemnation globally and severely strained India-Pakistan relations.
India accused elements within Pakistan's intelligence services of complicity, leading to increased
diplomatic tensions. In response, the Indian government initiated comprehensive reforms to enhance
counter-terrorism capabilities, including the establishment of the National Investigation Agency (NIA)
and bolstering coastal and urban security. Ajmal Kasab was tried, convicted, and executed in 2012,
while several LeT operatives were indicted in absentia. The Mumbeai attacks highlighted
vulnerabilities in India's security apparatus and prompted significant upgrades in intelligence, counter-
terrorism operations, and emergency response protocols. The attacks also underscored the threat of
transnational terrorism and the need for international cooperation in counter-terrorism efforts.

The incident intensified scrutiny on Pakistan's role in fostering militant groups, leading to increased
international pressure on Pakistan to take action against terrorist organizations operating within its
borders. The legacy of the Mumbai attacks continues to influence counter-terrorism policies and
strategies in India and beyond.



### Case Study 3: Boko Haram Insurgency

The Boko Haram insurgency represents one of the most severe and persistent terrorist threats in
Africa. Officially known as Jama'atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda'Awati Wal-Jihad, Boko Haram emerged in
northeastern Nigeria in 2002, advocating for the establishment of an Islamic state and opposing
Western education. Over the years, the group has evolved into a formidable militant organization,
causing widespread violence and instability across the Lake Chad Basin region.

Boko Haram was founded by Mohammed Yusuf, a charismatic cleric who preached against Western
education, which he viewed as corrupt and un-Islamic. The group's name, Boko Haram, translates to
"Western education is forbidden." Initially, Boko Haram's activities were relatively peaceful, focusing
on religious education and social services.

However, the group's ideology grew increasingly radical, leading to confrontations with Nigerian
authorities. In 2009, a crackdown by the Nigerian government resulted in the death of Mohammed
Yusuf while in police custody. This event marked a turning point, radicalizing the group further under
the leadership of Abubakar Shekau, who vowed to avenge Yusuf's death. Under Shekau, Boko Haram
transformed into a violent insurgency. The group launched attacks on government targets, security
forces, and civilians, aiming to destabilize the Nigerian state and establish an Islamic caliphate. Boko
Haram's tactics included bombings, assassinations, and mass abductions.

In 2013, Boko Haram intensified its campaign, targeting schools, markets, and churches. The group's
most infamous act occurred in April 2014, when it kidnapped 276 schoolgirls from Chibok, sparking
global outrage and the #BringBackOurGirls campaign. This incident brought international attention to
Boko Haram and highlighted the severity of the crisis.

By 2014, Boko Haram controlled significant territories in northeastern Nigeria, including
major towns like Gwoza, where it declared a caliphate. The group's governance was marked
by extreme brutality, enforcing strict Sharia law and perpetrating atrocities against civilians.
In 2015, Boko Haram pledged allegiance to ISIS, rebranding itself as the Islamic State's West
Africa Province (ISWAP). This affiliation provided the group with enhanced propaganda
capabilities and a broader network of support. However, internal splits within Boko Haram
led to the emergence of rival factions, weakening its cohesion.

The Nigerian government, in collaboration with regional partners Chad, Cameroon, and
Niger, formed a Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) to combat Boko Haram. Joint
military operations significantly weakened the group, recapturing key territories and
dismantling its infrastructure. International support played a crucial role in these efforts. The
United States, France, and the United Kingdom provided training, intelligence, and logistical
support to regional forces. Additionally, the Nigerian government implemented
deradicalization and reintegration programs for former Boko Haram fighters, aiming to
reduce the group's recruitment pool.

The Boko Haram insurgency has caused a massive humanitarian crisis, with over 2 million
people internally displaced and millions more in need of assistance. The conflict has
devastated the local economy, particularly in agriculture and trade, exacerbating poverty and
food insecurity. Despite significant military gains, Boko Haram and its factions continue to
pose a threat, particularly in remote areas and along border regions. The group's ability to
adapt and conduct attacks underscores the challenges of achieving lasting peace and stability
in the Lake Chad Basin.






